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Notational conventions 

Somali sentences consist of phrases: noun phrases, a particle phrase and a 
verb phrase. 

<> is used between such phrases 

= is used between the particle phrase and a preceding or following nou 
phrase or verb phrase that the particle phrase more tightly connects to. 

Má ꞊ ihi <> hooyádaa. 

 

Unit 1 
See ppt. 
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Unit 2 
– Magacaa? 

– Magacaygu waa Yuusuf.   Yuusuf waa bare. 

 

– Magacaa? 

– Magacaygu waa Faadumo. 

 

magac ‘name’ 

-aa ‘yours’ – possessive ending 

-ay ‘mine’ – possessive ending 

-ga definite article,  

-u subject case form 

waa – expresses a statement, a claim – it does not mean ‘is’ 
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– Magacaa? 

– Magacaygu waa Cabdi. 

– Cabdi ayo? 

– Cabdi Faarax. 

– Cabdiyow, barasho wanaagsan. 

– Barasho wanaagsan. 

 

ayo ‘who, of whom, whose (child)’ 

one’s own name + father’s name (+ grandfather’s name) 

barasho ‘learning’ 

wanaagsan ‘good’ 

barasho wanagsan ‘nice to get to know (you)’ 

-ow - vocative of male names, additional -y- after -i 

-y / -ey – vocative of female names 

Faadumoy 

Maryaney 

Xasanow 

Muusow 

Caliyow 
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– Magacaa? 

– Magacaygu waa Cabdi. Adigana magacaa? 

– Magacaygu waa Cali. 

– Caliyow, barasho wanaagsan. 

– Cabdiyow, barasho wanaagsan. 

adiga – ‘you (singular)’                     aðiγa   this, that 

-na ‘and’ 
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Unit 3 – Gender and Stress 
Somali has two groups of nouns: Masculine and Feminine. 

These are the two genders in Somali grammar. 

It doesn’t have much to do with biology and natural gender. 

It’s just a division of all Somali nouns into two groups. 

 

Feminine: Maryan, Soomaaliya, kiilo, ardayad, liin, bisad, gabar 

Masculine: Maxamed, buug, muus, mitir, arday, kursi, aqal, guri, wiil 

 

wíil m./down   liín f./up 

árday m./down  gabár f./up 

 

Other words also have two forms. 

They adjust to the noun. 

MASCULINE  FEMININE 

kan    tan  this 

kani   tani  this (subject form in a sentence) 

yahay   tahay is 

uu    ay  he, she, it 

But adjectives only have one form. 
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Nouns that 

- denote women  e.g. 

- end in -ad, -a, -o  e.g. bisad, kubbad, Soomaaliya, jiko 

- have a high, rising tone at the end 

are FEMININE 

 

Nouns that 

- denote men   e.g. Maxamed, wiil 

- end in -e   e.g. fure 

- have a low, falling tone at the end 

are MASCULINE 
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Feminine      Masculine 

Rising at the end     Falling at the end 

gabádh / gabár girl    mágac name 

mindí knife      dúgsi school        dugsi hoose 

xaashí (sheet of) paper    shaáti shirt 

liín citric fruit(s)     míis table 

iskuul - iskool 

No difference if there is only one short vowel. 

lúg leg       bás bus 

 

 

-o, -a (fem.) & -e (masc.) 

Usually falling at the end when used in isolation. 

Sáhro       Muúse 

fúre key 

Usually rising at the end when used in context. 

Tani waa Sahró.     Kani waa Muusé. 
        furé yar a small key 

 

But, usually falling at the end when subject of a clause. 

Sáhro waa ardayád.    Muúse waa árday. 
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Unit 5 – Determiner endings on nouns 
    Masculine    Feminine 

Definite article -ka (-ga, -ha, -a)   -ta (-da, -sha, -a) 

    guriga     mindida 

    aabba-ha    hooyada 

Demonstrative endings 

    -kan  (-gan, -han, -an)  -tan (-dan, shan, -an) 

    -kaas (-gaas, -haas, -aas) -taas (-daas, -shaas, -aas) 

    gurigan, gurigaas   mindidan, mindidaas 

Possessive endings 

Gurigani waa kayga. 

    -kay-ga     -tay-da 
      (-gayga, -hayga, -ayga)  (-dayda, -shayda, -ayda) 

    -kaa-ga     -taa-da 
     (-gaaga, -haaga, -aaga)  (-daada, -shaada, -aada) 

    gurigayga    mindidayda 

    gurigaaga    mindidaada 

https://tinyurl.com/3wmdznkr 
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Noun Phrase (NP) 

head noun + adjective 

  dugsi weyn, dugsiga weyn, dugsigayga weyn, dugsigaas weyn 

head noun + noun 

  dugsiga Sahro 

  baabuurka macallinka  the teacher’s car   lärarens bil 
  the car of the teacher 

 

Subject endings -u, -i (after dem., adj.) 

kan       tan      
Kani waa Axmed.    Tani waa Sahro. 

Bisaddaas yari waa tayda. 

 

-a > -u 

Magacayga     Macallinkayga 
Magacaygu waa Axmed.  Macallinkaygu waa Soomaali. 
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Unit 7  
Maroodigani waa weyn yahay, 

maroodi-gan-i-na waa yar yahay. 

 

Adigana? 

 

Numerals 

labaatan iyo kow     kow iyo labaatan 

Labaatan     labaatan  shan   konton 

The counting form of nouns    

(The Numerative) 

two books        laba buug   

laba bisadood 

Laba hooyo 

Laba kubbadood 

Siddeed maroodi 

Saddex libaax, yaxaas 

 

Shan kabood 

Afar kalkaaliso 
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Short possessive endings 

Ordinary endings 

Kab-tayda      tay-da   mine (le mien, la mia) 

Guri-gayga    kay-ga 

Eygayga 

 

Short endings 

Hooyaday, hooyadaa 

Aabbahay, aabbahaa 

Ayeeyaday? 

Walaal - syskon, sibling 

Walaalkay, walaashay 

 

Transitive verb: to have 

leeyahay leedahay   dukaanle - shop owner 

 

Waxa ay leedahay kubbad yar. 

Haystaa (m) haysataa (f) 

Sahro <> waxa ay <> leedahay <> kubbad yar. 



  

 
11 

Object focus with waxa 

Bisaddaydu waxa ay haysataa kubbad.  

Ninkaygu waxa uu leeyahay baabuur wanaagsan 

 

Waxa ay leedahay afar carruur ah 

 

Cumar waxa uu leeyahay dugsi. 

 

Wiilkaygu waxa uu leeyahay xaas. 

 

Akhri oo qor 

 

waxa uu <> akhrinayaa <> Axmed <> buug. 

 

Sahro waxa ay qoraysaa warqad. 
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Unit 8 
Noun phrases of different kinds 

noun + adjective 

guri weyn 

noun + demonstrative ending 

gurigan weyn 

noun + possessive ending 

gurigayga weyn 

noun + noun 

guriga Sahro,     guriga macallinka wanaagsan 

and combinations of these 

 

Three types of clauses 

have   Cali waxa uu/ay leeyahay/leedahay kubbad 

is + noun   Cali waa  arday  (wanaagsan) 

is + adjective  Cali waa  (uu/ay) yar  yahay/tahay 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 
13 

Phrases and word order  

<waxa+subj.pronoun>   SUBJECT  verb   OBJECT 

Sahro waxa ay leedahay hal kubbad. 

Waxa ay Sahro leedahay hal kubbad. 

 

Somali Lessons 

https://tinyurl.com/3wmdznkr  

 

Wiilka yar, wiilkan weyn,  

 

Gaadhiga Cali waa mid yar 

                 Cali waa macallin wanaagsan 

Gaadhiga Cali wuu yar yahay 

Guri dheer 

Wiil buuran 

 

Sahra wiilkeeda    Sahra her boy 

Wiilka Sahra 

Guriga Cabdi 

Dugsiga Caasha 

 

Waxa aan leeyahay guri. 
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Axmed waxa uu leeyahay xaas. 

Caasha waxa ay leedahay dukaan. 

 

Cali waxa uu leeyahay gaadhi.           gaadhi / gaari / baabuur 

Xaliimo waxa ay leedahay hal guri. 

 

Maxamed waa dukaanle wanaagsan.  

Axmed waa macallin. 

Caasha waa hooyo. 

 

Waxa aan ahay wiil. 

Sahra waa ardayad fiican. 

Gurigu waa (uu) weyn yahay. 

Sahra waa (ay) xanuunsan tahay.     = jirran 

 

  



  

 
15 

Unit 9 
 

Verbs 

Imperative   qor     akhri 

Present progressive After consonant  After vowel & diphthong 

  Masculine -ay-aa    -n-ay-aa 

  Feminine -ay-s-aa    -n-ay-s-aa 

Stress immediately before the endings! 

 

she is reading 

he is reading 

he is writing 

she is writing 

she is drawing 

he is counting 

she is making 

he is cleaning 

she is eating 
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Clauses 

noun phrase <> particle phrase <> verb phrase <> noun phrase 

 

Bisádda yari <> waxa ay ≡ raadínaysaa <> hooyádeed. 

Hoóyo <> waxa ay ≡ tiirínaysaa <> lacág. 

Aábbe <> wax ≡ báa uu <> cúnayaa. 

 

≡ indicates a closer relation between the particle phrase and another 
phrase. 

waa, waxa, ma phrases are usually pronounced together with the 
following verb phrase.  

baa, ayaa phrases are usually pronounced together with the preceding 
noun phrase. 

 

1. Maryan is eating (a) banana(s). 

2. Hassan is reading a good book. 

3. She is writing a story. 

4. He is counting the children. 

5. She is drawing a big house. 

6. He is cleaning the classroom. 

7. What is Ahmed doing? 

8. He is drawing a small elephant. 
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9. What is mother doing? 

10. She is eating something. 

The irregular verb ‘yahay’ 

Emphatic pronouns anigu adigu isagu iyadu 

Clitic pronouns  aan  aad  uu  ay 

Copular verb   ahay tahay yahay tahay 

 

(Anígu) <> wáxa aan □ ahay <> hál. ‘I’m a she camel.’ 

(Iyádu) <> wáxa ay □ tahay <> hál. ‘She is a she camel.’ 

(Iyádu) <> wáa <> hál.    ‘She is a she camel.’ 

 

Negative forms 

 má ihi - I am not 

 má aha - he, she, it is not; they are not 

 

(Anígu) <> Má □ ihi <> hooyádaa.  ‘I’m not your mother.’ 

 

1. I am your new teacher. 

2. You are a good friend. 

3. She is my mother. 

4. I am not your teacher. 
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5. He is not your father. 

6. They are not my children. 

Suggested solutions 

she is reading  qor-aysaa 

he is reading   akhri-nayaa 

he is writing   qor-ayaa 

she is writing  qor-aysaa 

she is drawing  sawir-aysaa 

he is counting  tiri-nayaa 

she is making  samay-naysaa  

he is cleaning  nadiifi-nayaa 

she is eating    cun-aysaa  

 

1. Maryan is eating (a) banana(s).  

Maryan waxay cunaysaa moos! 

Maryan waxa ay cunaysaa muus/moos 

Maryan waxa ay cunaysaa muus/muus 

2. Hassan is reading a good book. 

Xasan waxa uu akhrinayaa buug fiican 

Xasan waxa uu akhrinayaa buug wanaagsan 

3. She is writing a story. 
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Waxa ay qoraysaa sheeko. 

Waxay qoraysaa sheeko.wa 

4. He is counting the children. 

Waxa uu tirinayaa carruurta 

Wuxuu tirinayaa carruurta 

5. She is drawing a big house. 

Waxaa ay sawiraysaa guri weyn. 

Waxay sawiraysaa guri wayn/weyn 

Waxa ay sawiraysaa guri weyn 

6. He is cleaning the classroom. 

Isagu waxa uu nadiifinayaa fasalka 

Wuxuu nadiifinayaa fasalka 

Waxa uu nadiifinayaa fasalka 

7. What is Ahmed doing? 

Axmed maxaa uu samaynayaa 

Maxaa uu Axmed samaynayaa? 

8. He is drawing a small elephant.       sawir 

Wuxuu sawirayaa maroodi yar. 

Waxa uu sawirayaa maroodi yar. 

9. What is mother doing? 

Maxay hooyo samaynaysaa? 

Hoyoo maxaa ay subasaa/samaynaysWaa? 



  

 
20 

Hooyo maxaa ay samaynaysaa? 

10. She is eating something. 

Waxay cunaysaa wax. 

Wax baa ay cunaysaa 

1. I am your new teacher. 

Anigu Waxa aan ahay macallinkaaga cusub. 

2. You are a good friend. 

Waxa aad tahay saaxiib wanaagsan. 

3. She is my mother. 

Iyadu waxaa ay tahay hooyadey 

Waa hooyaday 

Waxa ay tahay hooyadey 

4. I am not your teacher. 

Ma ahi macallinkaaga.  

Ma ahi macallimaddaada 

Ma ihi macallinkaaga. 

5. He is not your father. 

Isagu ma aha aabahaca           colloquial also: ma ahan 

Ma aha aabbahaa. 

Ma aha aabbahaa. 

6. They are not my children. 

Carruurtaas ma aha ciyaalkeyga 
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Ma aha carruurtayda. 

Iyagu ma aha carruurtayda 
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Unit 10 
https://tinyurl.com/somalilessons   

Comparative degree 

big    weyn 

bigger than  ka weyn 

Xaliimo waa ka dheer tahay Cumar. 
Halima          than tall  is         Omar 
    ‘Halima is taller than Omar.’ 

 

Xaliímo <> waa <> ká dhéer tahay <> Cúmar. 

 

1. The tree is taller than the house. 

2. The book is bigger than the stick. 

3. The stick is longer than the pencil. 

4. The house is smaller than the school. 

5. The elephant is bigger than the cat. 

6. The belt is shorter than the snake.  

https://tinyurl.com/somalilessons
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Dates and time 

Today is the 23rd March. 

Maanta waa saddex iyo labaatankii/ka (bisha) Maarso / Maarj (Maarij). 

Maanta waa labaatan iyo saddexdii/da (bisha) Maarso. 

Maanta waa labaatan iyo saddexdii/da bisha saddexaad. 

Hadda waa shantii / shanta.   1–8 are feminine nouns 

Hadda waa shan saac.     other numbers are masculine 

Hadda waa kowdii / kowda. 

Hadda waa hal saac. 

Waa immisadii? 

Waa immisa saac? 

Waa meeqa saac? 

Question words 

Yes/no questions 

ma  particle that replaces waa in yes/no questions 

Adígu <> má <> tahay <> hooyaday? 

Content questions 

ayo? ‘who’  Waa ayo? 

yaa?  ‘who’ with foucs  < *ayo+baa 

maxay ‘what’  Waa maxay? 

maxaa ‘what’ with focus  < *maxay+baa 
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Who is this? 

Who is it? 

What is this? 

What is it? 

What is she doing? 

What is he writing? 

What is Sahra eating? 

What is Hassan drawing? 

other questions? 

Suggested translations 

1. The tree is taller than the house. 

Geedku wuu ka dheer yahay guriga. 

2. The book is bigger than the stick. 

Buuggu wuu ka dheer yahay usha.         

3. The stick is longer than the pencil. 

Ushu way ka dheer tahay qalinka. 

4. The house is smaller than the school. 

Gurigu wuu ka yar yahay dugsiga 

5. The elephant is bigger than the cat. 

Maroodigu wuu ka dheer yahay bisadda 

6. The belt is shorter than the snake. 
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Suunku wuu ka gaaban yahay maska. 

 

Hadda waa afar saac 

Hadda waa afar saac galabnimo ama subaxnimo 

Hadda waa saddexdii      3 

Hadda waa siddeeddii        8 

Hadda waa lixdii        6    

Hadda waa labo iyo tobankii      12 

Hadda waa kowdii 

Hadda waa afar saac 

Hadda waa hal saac 

Maanta waa tobankii Maarso 

Maanta waa labaatan iyo saddexdii Maarso. 

Maanta waa labadii Maarso 

 

Who is this? 

Waa ayo kani 

Waa kuma kani 

Waa tuma tani 

Who is it? 

Waa tuma/kuma? 

Waa ayo? 
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What is this? 

Waa maxay waxan/kani? 

What is it? 

Waa maxay? 

What is she doing? 

Maxaa ay samaynaysaa? 

What is he writing? 

Maxaa uu qorayaa 

What is Sahra eating? 

Maxaa ay Sahro cunaysaa? 

What is Hassan drawing? 

Maxaa uu Xasan sawirayaa? 
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Unit 11 
https://tinyurl.com/somalilessons   

Present tense 

imperative   qor   akhri   

progressive  m.sg.  -ayaa  -nayaa 

   f.sg   -aysaa  -naysaa 

   pl.   -ayaan  -nayaan 

simple   m.sg.      -aa       -yaa 

   f.sg.       -taa       -saa 

   pl.       -aan       -yaan 

 

Focus particles 

baa = ayaa focus on preceding noun (phrase) 

waxa(a)  focus on sentence final noun (phrase) 

Axmed waxa uu akhrinayaa buug. 

Axmed buug ayaa uu akhrinayaa. 

 

Possession 

Possessive pronouns  kiisa / tiisa  keeda / teeda 

https://tinyurl.com/somalilessons
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      guri         Waa kiisa. Waa keeda 

      mindi Waa tiisa. Waa teeda. 

Possessive endings  gurigiisa /     mindideeda 

      gurigeeda ‘her house’  mindidiisa 

mio papá  min bil  mitt hus 

mia mamma 

 

Possessive constructions guriga Axmed Sahra gurigeeda 

      mindida Axmed Axmed mindidiisa 

Translate: 

1. Sahra is going to the school. 

2. Axmed is greeting his teacher. 

3. Sahra and Axmed greet their teacher. 

4. Axmed is entering the classroom. 

5. The children enter their classrom. 

6. Sahra is reading something. 

7. The students are reading something. 

8. The students read something every day. 

9. Hassan is writing something. 

10. Hassan writes something every day. 

11. Sahra writes something every day. 

12. Hassan is drawing a big house. 
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13. Sahra is drawing Hassan’s house. 

Suggested solutions 

1. Sahra is going to the school. 

Sahro waxay tagaysaa dugsiga 

2. Axmed is greeting his teacher. 

Axmed waxa uu salaamayaa macallimaddiisa 

3. Sahra and Axmed greet their teacher. 

Sahra iyo Axmed waxa ay salaamaan macallimaddooda 

4. Axmed is entering the classroom. 

Axmed waxa uu galayaa fasalka 

5. The children enter their classroom. 

Carruurtu waxa ay galaan fasalkooda 

6. Sahra is reading something. 

Sahra wax baa ay akhrinaysaa. 

7. The students are reading something. 

Ardaydu wax baa ay akhkrinayaan 

8. The students read something every day. 

Ardaydu wax baa ay akhriyaan maalin kasta 

9. Hassan is writing something. 

Xasan wax baa uu akhrinayaa 

10. Hassan writes something every day. 

Xasan wax baa uu akhriyaa maalin kasta. 
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Xasan wax baa akhriyaa, maalin kasto. 

11. Sahra writes something every day. 

Sahra wax baa ay akhrisaa maalin kasta.  

12. Hassan is drawing a big house. 

Xasan waxa uu sawirayaa guri weyn.  

Xasan guri weyn baa uu sawirayaa. 

13. Sahra is drawing Hassan’s house. 

Sahra waxay sawiraysaa guriga Xasan/Xasan gurigiisa 

Sahra Xasan gurigiisa baa ay sawiraysaa 
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Unit 12 
https://tinyurl.com/somalilessons   

The irregular verb yahay 
Long and short personal pronouns 

   NOUN COMPLEMENT   ADJECTIVE COMPLEMENT 
(anigu) waxa aan   ahay arday  waa aan dheer ahay  
(adigu) waxa aad  tahay …   waa aad … tahay  
(isagu) waxa uu   yahay …   waa uu … yahay  
(iyadu) waxa ay    tahay …   waa ay … tahay  
(iyagu) waxa ay    yihiin …   waa ay … yihiin  

Short subject pronouns are obligatory.  
Long pronouns are optional. 

 

1. I am your teacher. 

2. She is their teacher. 

3. He is a student. 

4. They are good children. 

5. I am tall. 

6. You are short. 

7. They are well. 

8. She is new. 

9. He is new in the class. 

10. You are thankworthy. Du är tack värd. 

https://tinyurl.com/somalilessons
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Regular verbs 

      CONS. STEMS  VOWEL STEMS 
imperative   qor    akhri   

progressive  m.sg.  -ayaa   -nayaa 
   f.sg   -aysaa   -naysaa 
   pl.   -ayaan   -nayaan 

simple   m.sg.      -aa        -yaa 
   f.sg.       -taa        -saa 
   pl.       -aan        -yaan 

 

Translate 

14. The children draw something every day. 

15. Sahra plays football every day. 

16. Ahemd sings every day. 

Suggested solutions 

1. (Anigu) Waxa aan ahay macallinkaaga. 

(Anigu) Waxaan ahay macallinkaaga. 

2. (Iyadu) Waxa ay tahay macallimaddooda. 

2. (Iyadu) Waxay tahay macallimaddooda. 

3. (Isagu) Waa arday. // (Isagu) Waxa uu yahay arday. 

(Isagu) Wuxuu yahay arday. 

4. Waxa ay yihiin carruur wanaagsan. 
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Waxay yihiin carruur wanaagsan 

5. (Anigu) Waa aan dheer ahay. 

(Anigu) Waan dheer ahay. 

6. (Adigu) Waa aad gaaban tahay. 

(Adigu) Waad gaaban tahay. 

7. They are well. 

(Iyagu) waa (ay) fiican yihiin 

                              ladan 

8. She is new. 

(Iyadu) waa (ay) cusub tahay. 

9. He is new in the class. 

(Isagu) waxaa uu ku cusub yahay fasalka. 

10. You are thankworthy. Du är tack värd.  

Waa aad mahadsan tahay. 

Waad mahadsan tahay. 

 

14. Maalin kasta carruurtu wax baa ay sawiraan. 

Caruurtu maalin kasta wax baa ay sawiraan. 

15. Maalin kasta Sahro waxay ciyaartaa kubbadda cagta. 

Sahro maalin kasta waxa ay ciyaartaa kubbadda cagta. 

16. Axmed waa uu // wuu heesaa maalin kasta. 

Maalin kasta Axmed waa uu // wuu heesaa.  
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Unit 13 
https://tinyurl.com/somalilessons   

17. Maryan wants his orange. 

18. Muuse wants Maryan’s bread. 

19. Maryan is greeting his friend. 

20. Ali is greeting the teacher’s sister. 

Suggested solutions 

17. Maryan waxa ay rabtaa liintiisa. 

18. Muuse waxa uu rabaa Maryan rootigeeda / rootiga Maryan. 

19. Maryan waxa ay salaamaysaa saaxiibkiis / saaxiibtiis / saaxiibaddiis. 

20. Cali waxa uu salaamayaa macallinka walaashiis / macallimadda 
walaasheed. 

Prepositions  

U  

to, for (a goal, a recipient; beneficiary); in (a manner) 

u kariyaa – cooks for somebody 

Qoyska ayaa ay cunto u karinaysaa. 

u shiilaa – grills something for somebody 

Kalluunka waxa ay u shiilaysaa qoyskooda. 

u tolaa – sews, mends something for somebody 

Waxa uu aabbihiis u tolayaa shabag kalluun. 

https://tinyurl.com/somalilessons
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u socdaa – walks to some place 

Axmed guriga ayaa uu u socdaa. 

u roon yahay – is good/healthy for something 

Waxa ay u roon yihiin afka. 

 

KU  

in, on, at (a place); to, towards (person or place); with (a tool) 

ku nool yahay – lives in some place 

Hodan qoyskoodu waxa uu ku nool yahay meel yar. 

ku iibiyaa – sells something in some place 

Waxa ay kalluun ku iibinaysaa suuqa. 

ku qoraa – writes in some place 

Akhri oo ku qor buuggaaga layliga. 

ku aaddiyaa – moves something to something 

aadaa - go 

Waxa aan isku aaddinayaa weerahan iyo sawirradooda. 

is+ku = to each other = together 

 

KA  

from (a place);   
in (a place);   
of (a material or parts);   
about (a topic);  



  

 
37 

as (a function)   
(bigger) than (something) 

ka shaqeeyaa – works in a place 

Waxa uu ka shaqeeyaa dukaankiisa yar. 

ka shaqeeyaa – works as something/someone 

Maxaad ka shaqaysaa? 

shaqo ka sameeyaa – does work in some place 

Waa maxay shaqada aad adigu guriga ka samaynaysaa? 

ka dabtaa – catches (something) in some place 

Badda ayaa uu kalluun ka dabanayaa. 

ka kooban yahay – consists of something 

Immisa qof baa uu ka kooban yahay Rooble qoyskoodu? 

ka warramaa – reports / tells news about something 

Iska warran!   is – (your)self   ka - about 

ka weyn yahay – is bigger than something 

Xaliimo waa ka dheer tahay Cumar. 

 

LA  

with (an accompanying person) 

la joogaa – is with, stays with, grazes (vallar) some animals 

Waxa uu la joogaa adhi/ari. 

la socdaa – walks with somebody 
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Waxa uu la socdaa saaxiibkiis. 

 

Waxa uu guriga ula socdaa saaxiibkiis. 

 

NO PREPOSITION 

motion verbs + goal 

tagaa – sets off to some place, leaves for some place, goes somewhere 

Ka dibna waxa ay tagtaa dugsiga. 

galaa – enters some place, goes into some place 

Sahra fasalka ayaa ay galaysaa.  
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Unit 16 
https://tinyurl.com/somalilessons   

Tenses and Modes of Verbs - Summary 

3RD PERSON SINGULAR MASCULINE  FEMININE 
PRESENT  -aa  heesaa   heestaa   ‘sings’ 
     heesayaa   heesaysaa  ‘is singing’ 

PAST   -ay  heesay   heestay   ‘sang’ 
      heesayay  heesaysay  ‘was singing’ 

FUTURE -i  doonaa heesi doonaa  heesi doontaa ‘will sing’ 

SUBJUNCTIVE -o  heeso   heesto   ‘sings’ 
     heesayo   heesayso   ‘is singing’ 

IMPERATIVE     hees      ‘sing!’ 

     ma heeso 

     ma heesi doono – ‘he will not sing’ 

     waxaan rabaa in uu heeso.  
     Jag         vill     att han sjunger.  
     ‘I want him to sing.’ 

 

 

 

  

https://tinyurl.com/somalilessons
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Unit 17 
Unit 18 
https://tinyurl.com/somalilessons   

 

The Plural of Nouns 

Five types of plural forms 

INDEF. DEF. 

TYPE 1 

-ooyin -ooyinka   if singular ends in -o (fem.) 

hooyo hooyooyin hooyooyinka 

TYPE 2 

-ayaal -ayaasha   if singular ends in -e (masc.) 

aabbe  abbaayaal  abbayaasha 

TYPE 3 

reduplication    if masculine with only one vowel/syllable 

koob-ka  koobab-ka 

mas-ka   masas-ka  

  

https://tinyurl.com/somalilessons
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TYPE 4 

-o  -aha    all other feminine nouns (not ending in -o) 
      + a few masculine with vowel loss  
       + a few masculine with only one long vowel 

naag     naago naagaha 

far-ta    faro  faraha 

dheg-ta   dhego dhegaha 

xaraf -ka     xarf-o   xarfaha 

geed-ka       geedo  geedaha            

 

TYPE 5 

-yo  -yada   all remaining masculine nouns 

yaxaas yaxaasyo   yaxaasyada 

libaax libaaxyo  libaaxyada 

    -by-, -dy-, -ly-, -my-, -ny-, -ry- > bb, dd, ll, mm, nn, rr 

baabuur   baabuurro   baabuurrada 

saaxiib saaxiibbo     saaxiibbada 
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